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see why not bequeath us at their 
death ! $i. sg from the Pitts having 
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“ As toa Change of Ministry, the change to answer any good purpose, must be redical; it must indlude 
“ all; yea, underlings and all ; there must be a clean sweeping out-of all the dirt of twenty years colfecting; 
‘- it must be sach a change as will lead to, and very soon produce, a complete change of gfstem, or 1 shall 
“ have no hope in it.” Poriticat Register, Vol. IX..p. 95. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

SwesrinG or Orrices,>——The Courier 
newspaper, of the Gth fistazit, complains 
most bitiérly of the <‘ sWeeping,” down to 
the very clerks, which has taken place, in the 
public offices, in éonsequéfice of the change 
in the ministry; upon which the first obser- 
vation t-makeéis, that it is fa/se. Very 
little sweeping has taken place ; no clerks 
have been removed, that I have heard of ; 
and, as to Under Secretaries, there certainly 
has not been sweeping enough. In truth, 
the fault is, that, in almost every depart- 
ment, there appears a disposition to retain 
as many as possible of the creatures of Mr. 
Pitt; and, in the Treasury Department, this 
disposition is evidently very strong indeed. 
Weall know how much, when we come to 


the execution of an office, depends upon the’ 


secondary officers; and, therefore, it must 
be matter of concern with the friends of the 
hew ministry, to see so many of these offi-, 
cers remain; and, further to see, that in the 
removals, care seems to have been taken to 
avoid, as much as possible, touching the 
close adherents of the late minister, whose 
intentions, as to appointments, have, it is 
said, as far as comes under one gteat officer 
of the new cabinet, been punctually fulfilled. 
I once observed, that, upon the grounds 
whereon the Pitts and Dundases had been 
supported, ‘for many years past, I did not 


reasoh to complain of a swe 






in. | ‘ declaration. The 
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said aboye, I have only to add, that the sub- 
ject for regret is, that his example has not 
been more generally followed, There are, 
indeed, certain offices which, generally speak - 
ing, are, and ought to be considered as be- 
ing too low to be liable to feel the effect of 


- ministerial revolutions ; yet, this must _al- 


ways be a matter to be left to the judgment 
of the superior officers ; for, it not unfre- 
quently happens, that an inferior officer has 
power to do great mischief; and, if he has 
been a devoted tool of the late minister, it 
is quite silly to hope for any change of that 
system from those by whom such tool is re- 
tained in office. 

MINISTERIAL PROFESSIONS. That, 
however, which. has given the most alarm 
to all the real friends of the new ministry, 
is, the latitude, or supposed latitude, of their 
professions, now made in parliament, with 





. regard to measures, which they have hereto- 


fore so decidedly condemned. Of the uses, 
which the friends and adherents of the Pitt 
system are making of these professions, a 
specimen offers itself in the following re- 
marks from the Courier newspaper of the 
3d. instant. ‘“‘ This reasoning’ (meaning, 
the reasoning contained in Mr. Fox's expla- 
nation, on the 17th ultimo, of what he had 
said, a few days before, in dissapprobation 
of the Union with Ireland) “ ‘This reason- 
“ ing will enable Mr Fox torabandon all his. 
‘* opposition doctrines, and we ate happy to 
“« see Mr. Fox have recoutse to it, as it gives 
** assurance that he will not be the danger- 
“* ous man in power it was apprehended, 
* that he will not advocate 
“ Sic Francis Burperr, or promote the 
“ designs of the Corresponding Society. 
© Bat this reasoning has not wholly remov-, 
“ ed the effects of his original imprudent 
meetings ia Dublin have 


hy resolved not to press the repeal] of 
“the Union i iately ; but they have, 
‘appointed a : Commitee to 
** maintajn a corr s ireughout, 
«Treland with those who deste the repeal., 
‘1 "Mr. Fox's mash "has given birth, 

: <t ta.an esta mt of Corresponding So-, 
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** day-be severely felt. Be seems fully a- 
‘ ware of the mischief he has done, ‘and 
‘* has made a second declaration in Parlia- 
*“< ment to counteractit. In the debate on 


———— 


‘© Ipdia Affairs on Tuesday, alluding both to | 


of Ire! and and India, “ “ He agreed we 
“ << were not now to revert to original the- 
‘ories; but when we were examining 
‘« “into the causes of inzportant events 
«« «¢ which were extremely complicated in 
«« < their nature, it was somewhat difficult 
‘« « to do 36 without, in some measure, ad- 
 « vertipg to such original theories. He, 
however, did not mean to say that any 
alteration ought at present to take place 
‘he gene ‘ral system of Indian Go- 
ument as now by law established. 
‘ © Tle had oecasion to state, at a former 
ime, that there was a wide difference 
tween disapproving of measures at 
their commencement, and afterwards 
‘rescinding them when they had 
been some time in practice. This 
he had said with regard to the Union 
‘* with Ireland ‘He had strongly disap- 
‘* proved of that measure when it was 
‘* proposed, because he was then con- 
‘  vinced it was a bad ofe, and was still 
* convinced that it would have been 
much better for the country if it had 
‘«  neyer taken place. Efe had also disap- 
‘ “© proved of the.plan for the government 
of India; but what he had said with 
“* regard to the Union with Ireland, he 
now said respecting this plan of Indian 
government. It was, in his opinion, 
‘© ** 4 bad one from the beginning ; but as 
‘« "it had been adopted and acted upon, it 
‘* “ was not now to be lightly rescinded, 
“Ta ninety-nine cases of this nature out 
“ of ahundred, it was better to put up 
‘" © with many inconveniencies arising from 
bee |, \- first adoption of a measure, than 
»azard worse evils by premature and 
_-considered alterations and innoya- 


” +t. 


~ 
~ 
- 


os.” "———The above declaration of 


“ox is of the highest importance ; it 
* be too often read and considered 
country. Itis a general argument, 
ocotie to any other measure or system 
ngs as well as to the Union and the 
eri pe # India. On the same - 

eet Rast x may renounce cvery 
has hitherio held, revoke every 

‘et e fi has hitherto given, 

‘ this with great satisfaction, 
Wa cherish the most flattering For 
fis we arg nO doubt indebted to the in- 
* @iéhce of Lord Grenville, who has also, 
“ we believe prevailed upon Mr. Fox to 
* abandon all design of soliciting peace ata 


The public 
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‘* moment so inanspicious as the .preseit, 
“* Under these circumstanceswe shall ‘ hope 
** forthe best,” without very minutely in- 
‘* vestigating the minor appoiméments im the 
“ government."——-As an enemy of the 
new ministry, and particularly of Mr. Fox 
and his friends, ‘this “writer “has managed 
well his statement ; has tured his materials 
to good account. ’ Bat, his inferences are 
false. Not only ate they false in fact ; but, 
they do not tairly flow from the! premises, 
which he himselt has stated. ~ The passage 
“a Mr. Fox's speech, quoted by this writer, 

, 1 must ‘confess, more’ liable to miseou- 
schtild than I conld have wished. As to 
the measure of the Union, it is 6ne, which 
cannot now be undone without throwing the 
country into confusion. It is, in point of 
magnitude, somewhat approaching to a 
change of dy nasty. But, bécause a measure 
like this cannot be undone ; or, at least, be- 
cause it cannot be undone without producini 
effects of almost a revolutionary cast ; is this 
any reason why a change, yea, a complete 
change, should not take place as to the nde 
of governing and conducting the affairs of 
our colonies in the Fast-Indies ; ‘especially 
when we are now convinced, when the 
proof is before parliament itself, that the 
present mode is subversive of ail the ends 
for which colonies ought to beheld? Every 


' man is now convinced, that the deplorable 





state of the East- Indies and the Enast-India 
Company’s affairs, never forgetting the hea- 
vy taxes which have thereby been, and will 
again be, brought upon the nation; every 
man is now convinced, that all this has pro- 
ceeded from the Pitt system of governing 
India: and, if we are to be told, that it is 
better for us still to put up with these mis- 
chiefs and calamities, “than tohazard worse 
‘< evils,” when, and in what casé°are we, “a 
God's name,’ tohope forany benefit atall from 
the change whieh has taken * place in the 
councils of his Majesty! That no * pre- 
‘“« mature and ill-considered alterations atd 
‘* innovations” should take ‘place, all men 
of sense will agree ; and, it was-oniy in the 
applying of the remark, relative to = 
Union, to the mode of governing India; oe 
was only in making such an application 
that “e' as “Bre to extend it toall 
cases whatsoever, and ‘to’ shut” the- ‘door 

ao e; it'was in this only, that 
farnished ‘a handle forthe sareastic 
Cbeer‘alioa Uf tas ebateres -and'that he ex- 
cited ‘alarm 


however, which’ ta corto erat 
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ward step of General Fitzpatrick, the new 
Secretary at War, who, as we shall, upon 
a future oceasion,- more fully remind cur- 
selves, took: avery active part in the case of 
Colonel Johastone ; .who- gave a solemn no- 
tice of an mtended motion upon the subject 
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as soon .as parliament should again «meet ;~ | 


and. whe has now withdrawn thet notice for 
3 reason, which, in spite of the multitude 


of words, by which, like. stinted fruit bu- | 


ried in a superabundance of leaves, it is 
cheltered, resalves itself, at last, into this, 


that the intended motion is not now proper, | 


because the intended mover zs in place! ‘Lhe | 


motien was to stand upon the ground of an 


alledged injury, received by Colonel John- | 


stone. It would, doubtless, have had in 
contemplation the prevention of the future 
recurrence of such injuries to officers of the 
army ; but, the farst object of all was, or 
ought to have-been, to obtain. justice forthe 
injured party.’ Has that been obtamed ? 
‘The new Secretary at War's speech says no 
such thing... Will it be obtained? The 
new Secretary. at War makes uo such pro- 
mise. Indeed, he says*nothing at all about it, 
He withdraws his support, his promised, 
his pledged, support, without letting tall a 
single word, that could induce.any man, 
whe has been an observer of similar scenes, 
to believe, «that. he. had -seriously in 
contemplation,-either. to obtain redress for 
the past,-or to» prevent. similar injuries 
for the tuture-——-This. very unexpected 
step of the-Secretary at War, joined to the 
prefessions of Mr. Fox with regard to India 
and the Union with Ireland, have, it must 
be acknowledged, produced avery consider- 
able alarm amongst; all those, who, in a 
change: of ministuy, anxiously looked: for 
something very different indeed from a mere 
change ef umen,-a mere transter of emolu- 
ments; whe looked, in short, for a complete 





change of system, as the only means ot giv-- 


tg.the country,aschance of restoration.—— 
As to the-professions, said to have been made 
by Mr. Fox-totheyIrish Roman Catholics, 
t must be observed, that that question does 
hot stand uponthe same ground: whereon it 
stood lastyyear,.:;dty, then, had never been 
submitted {O, parliement ; now, it has been 
* submitted, -and has been decided. The 
gteat alteration 
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ask more; that, in fact, if any thing be 
granted them, much.more ought to be 
granted them ; and, that, therefore, until 
you can sete upon some. material alteration, 
some great and final change.in their condi- 
tion, the wise way isto let then remain as 
they are, taking care, however, to use every 
ineans in your power to render the adminis- 
tration of the government in Ireland as mild 
and beaeficeut towards themas possible; an’, 
that such care will be taken, by the present 
ministry, every one, who has observed the 
new appointments to the affairs in that 
country, must, I think, be convinced. 
In remarking upon the recent professions of 
the ministers, I have in view to prevent m se 
construction in others, rather than to criticise 
myself... The mind of the publicis, at this 
moment, just in that state which exposes it 
to the receiving of an evil impression, and 
al impression, too, not easily to be remov~ 
ed. The expectations of the people were 
very great; for, though ther did not hope 
: good effect trom the 





for an immediate 
change of councils, they expected an imme- 
diate indication of a wish, ot an intention, 
and even of a resolution, on the part of the 
new ministers, to make such alterations, to 
introduce such a change of system, as would 
be an earnest of future good. ‘This expec- 
tation has not, it must be avowed, been yet 
fulfilled ; and, the state of the public mind, 
is, to. give it the most favourable description, 
that of doubt, bordering rather upon dis- 
appointment as to the present, and of appre- 
hension as to the future. Into the steps 
which have chietiv tended to produce this et- 
fectupon the public mind, Mr. Fox bas evi- 
dently been Jed by that same influence, which 
during the last session of Parliament, occa~ 
sioned those memvrable declarations, which, 
in exculpaticn of Mr. Pitt, were made fron 
the Opposition Benches. The concessions 
then made were very injurions to the cause 
of public justice, as well as to popular con-< 
fidence in public men; for, there was not, 
in the whole kingdom, one single may ot 
common sense, who did not perceive, that, 
ag tothe misapplication of the naval money, 
Mr. Pitt stood in exactly the same situation 
with Lord Melville; and, where was the 
man who did not perceive, that the distinc- 
tion ,between the cases of the two consisted 
simply in this, thatthe foumer. had friends 
amongst. the Opposition, . while amongst 
them the Jatter hadnone. To the same cause 
must be attributed the. faint itio 
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person's debts. How far this complaisance, 
this disposition to compromise, may be car- 
ried, I ¢*nnot ‘pretend to foresee; but, I 
have little hesitation in saying, that, if it be 
catried ttneh further, and, particularly, 1, 







































sion, it be suffered to chip away the grcat 
foundations, upon which the Fox party 
stand so completely committed; if this 
should be, I hesitate not to say, that the 
fame of a twenty years of opposition will be 
extinguished for ever by a twenty mouths, 
nay, by a twenty weeks, of official situation. 
Only a little more in the way of compro- 
mise, in the way of concession, in the way 
of retractation, express or tacit; only avery 
little more; onby another step or two, and 
it will be ioo late to recoil, ‘The thing will 
be done: the public mind will be decidedly 
made up: and to proceed, though shackled 
in every limb, aud dragged along through 
mire and filth, willbe just as safe and as 
pleasant as to retreat. 

Lorp ILriLeNBorouon. On Monday 
the 3c instant, a motion was made, in tLe 
House of Lords, by the Ear) of Bristol, for 
passing a resolation, disapproving of the ap- 
pointment of the Lord Chief Justice to a 
seat in the Cabinet. A similar motion was 
fade in the [touse of Commons, by Mr. 
Spencer Stanhope. Inthe former the mo- 
tion was Vegatived without a divis.on: in 
the Jatter, there were for the motion, 64 ; 
dgainst it, 222; a division which, (parti- 
culerly when we consider who were the 
persons that voted on the side of the mini- 
sters, and how those same persons lately 
toted) bas established, beyond all contro 
versy, the fact, that arguments coming trom 
the right-hdnd side of the House do produce 
greater effect than when they come from the 
left-hand side, whence Mr. Fox made his 
last speech npon a division question, and 
where he found himself left in a minority of 
89 against 258?——After having daly at- 
tended to every part of this diseussiou, as far 
as [have been able to attend to it, I remain 
conlirméd in the opinion, which I before 
entertained and’ expressed, relative to this 
important subject Lord Grenville is, in 
the néwspapers,- reported to have said, 
*« that ‘much pains had been taken, out of 
“< the House, to misled the public’ mind 
“upon the’ stibject, and to impress. a per- 
*«suasion that the appbintmentiwhs iMegal.” 
we with all due deference “to Mord Gren- 
No 








. 2 So. we 
ee ee ae ee ee 






siunation, not ary high-swelling bom+ 
at Verbosity, iutended uto 4editee “or 
stare the nOOor 4 oie OWS opi+ 





- ; 
’ nie yee 













Ios 
me Ha 
oe Ff 


‘ < x 





4% tre 
Ie) 
Sek 


~ 


~~ 





as in the instance of Mr. Francis's exclu- | 


le; Hot so. 1, for m ee 
tke to mislead the public Dheard | 
uns 


POLITICAL REGISTER.—-Lord Eilentorough. 








(328 
nion as to. the appomtment of Lord Ellen- 
borough, of whom besides, personally, not 
one single syllable had, from. first te last, 
been — uttered, except in commendation ; 
commendation, too; which, perhaps, Lord 
Kilenborough might not’ be disposed: to. re- 
gard as the Jess valuable onjaccount of its 
being founded of his well-known hostility 
tothe corruptions of the Pitt:system.-~ 
That the appointment in question was ‘* jlie- 
‘* gal’ no one has ever.asserted; but, asa 
correspondent (whom I thank tor his hints) 
observes, that it was unconstitutional; in the 
fair sense of the word (if the werd has any 
fair and fixed sense at all) nobody can, J 
think, deny. Lord Bristol, whose speech, 
not less admirable in manner than in matter, 
made a great impression upon the House, 
and has since made an impression. equally 
great upon the country; this nobleman chose, 
in his proposed resoiution, the word ‘ in- 
** expedient,” instead. of ‘‘. unconstitu- 
‘€ tional,” which was, I think. it. must be 
allowed, carrying forbearance to . full as 
great a length as the case would justify —— 
The reader will have-perceived, that the 


‘whole course of the speakers, who-defended 


the appointment, was, .to avoid al) general 
reasoning on the impropriety of uniting the 
two characters of Judge and .of Cabinet 
Minister; and to entrench themselves be- 
hind a long list of prececlents.from practice. 
Nor, must we here, except.Mr. Fox, who, 
though his speech was a finished. specimen 
of eloquence, and though he did most man- 
fally Jay down the doctrine of responsibility, 
was obliged to have. recourse to precedente 
23 the only ground, »whereon: to. make even 
a shew of successful resistanee, Buty, after 
all this, who was there, thatsnmust not have 
perceived, that, of all the instances,, which 
were cited as examples, ‘one onlyeould be 
properly called a precedent, ithe rest.being, 
‘at best, loose and. distant .analogies; . Lord 
Manstield’s case was. the only one which 
could strictly be called a precedent, die, being 
a common-law Judge, : hatl.a seat in the Ca- 
binet, and did take. an ‘habitual)part in ad- 
vising the-crown, ‘on the ordinary affairs of 
state. Since the Revolution, no ,ether com- 
mon-law Judge: ever did; and, wpon the 
at oan of taking preeedents,, with respect 
to-Judges, from that peried downwards, We 
may surely insist, because one of the grea! 
worksof the: Revolutionwas. the, aet for 
making ‘them independent .of . Ahe..ctow? 
——The natureof the other precedents it ' 
trily ‘cufidus. to. observes \ Wise Ghiet Jo 
tice, ‘say the:defenders: of. the appomemen’ 
has almost:always been, damed one oF abe 


members of the Council efi Regency; -irrth¢ 
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‘in the Lord Chief Justice would have to des 


different Regency acts which have beén 
passed since the Revolution, This had been 
alluded to in the- speech of: Lord Bristol, 
who had allowed, that a Judge of the courts 
of Common” Law ‘might, for extraordinary 
and special occasion, have had a species of 
political existence; but, the former position 
stl remains, that, as to precedents, there 
is but one instance of a common-law Judge 
having become a member of the ordinary 
executive government. Observe, too, that, 
whether it be wise or unwise to make a 
Judge a member of the Regency Council, 
itis, at most, only on special emergencies 
that we cau be exposed tothe evil ; and, 
when we are, the thing certainly loses a 
good deal of its) mischiovous quality, from 
its being parliament, and not the crown, that 
appomts ‘the Council. of Regency. ‘The 
whote of the statement, wherein we are de- 
sited tolook apon each meraber of the ca- 
binet as being nothing more than a privy 
councilor, called to sitia a particular com- 
mittee ‘of the privy council, is, if not a 


quibble, certainly what one does usually ce-, 


nominate-anarguments, or, if we must dig- 
nify it with+that name, we must, at the 
same time, be allowed to say, that it is 
wholly destitute’ of foundation; and we 
may be allowed to express our fears, 
that it fs calculated to deceive and delude 
the people upon.a subject, where, at somie 
time or other, delusion may lead to most 
mischievous. consequences, As a_ privy- 
councillor merely the member acquires no 
influence whatever in the determining upen 
measures of state, and, as to thase) mea- 
sures, he contracts no responsibility. A 
member ‘of the cabinet is ove of the confi- 
dential advisers: of the crown: call him by 
what namé you please, he is substantially a 
King's minister, or King’s servant; and, is 
tt not notorious, that,-so-far trom the eali- 
net being a selection ot privy councillors, one 


‘half of the present ministers were called to 
‘the cabinet first, and, being already cabinet 


Ministers, were, for that reason, made privy 
couneillors. This subject, having said no 
more tipon it than what Lregarded it my du- 


‘ty to-say, and having had no intention avhat- 


evér ‘to mislead or intlame the people, but 
believing, that they do generally disapprove 


of the appointment, and thatthey may. still 
disapprove of it, without discovering. a dispo- 


eition: that weould-render t 
lopister’s endeavours tot 
destraction ;‘ this subject L wall now. dismiss. 


uinworthy of a 






‘in the words.of the nubleman: who began the 


‘dcbate iy the House’of ‘Lords,:and)in whose 
sentiments] midst heartily coneur. ro f* Iemay 
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cide upon the Bench, and. in which:he would 
be interested as a cabinet minister] ‘* which 
** are not likely to occur, and that, under 
such ciycumstances, the. learned Judge 
** would abstain froin. attending the cabinet, 
** I desire no better proof of the inconrpa- 
tibility of the two situations than his; 
namely, that, in order to do his.duty as 
a man, he must desert his duty as a judge, 
or as 4 minister. And I must observe be- 
sides, that I desire a better security for 
the persons and property of my country - 
men than the discretion of any mortal 
‘* breathing.” 

Arrairs OF INnp1ta. The motions, 
which are making, in the House of Com- 
mons, preparaiory toa general discussion re+ 
lative to the conduct of Lord Wellesley, 
bring out, ever and anon, some curious 
tacts, acknowledgements, and assertions, 
Of these latter, the followin, tram Mr, 
Hudieston, a Director, on Moamlsy, the 
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3d instant, is worthy of paricular. notice. 


‘That the evils which now 
* the ast-India . Cympany, 
*‘ imputable to the, Court of Directors.’ 
These were his very words, Observe, then, 
1. ‘The distress is acknowledge; it is, at 
last, acknowledged, 2, Te whom is this 
distress to be imputed? 3, Why have not 
the Directers. represented their case, and 
their ruin, im us progress, at any time, ta 
pachamenut? 4, Have they even petitioued 
the king in council as the law points out? If 
not, it follows, that, by dicrr own acts or 
omissions, they have barred themselves trom 
all tijle to reiief from. the public purse, 
even if it were possi//e tor the public purse ta 
relieve them.——But,. surely, there is not, 
and fever again will be found, a niinister to 
propose and a parliament to sanction a levy of 
money upon the people of England for the 
purpose of paying the debts of this Company 
of Kast-India merchants, who, as a debt 
growing out of their charter, already owe ta 
that people, that wronged people, several 
millions of money! Surely this. never will 
again be witnessed in Knglaud ! Mych bet- 
ter; much more mgtciful; much more 
just ; much more politic, for the parliament 
to levy-upon the people money wherewith 
to diseharge the debis of all the. debtors 
in. the King’s Beuch prison, and in all 
the prisons. of, the United Kingdom. 
Nay, frown not, thou, Eastern Bashaw ! 
what, in the uame, of justice and of reasyn, 


oppres s 
were not 








gave you, a. claim, upon, our, benevolence 


stronger than that of our poor countrymen, 
who, perhaps, have been, many of them, 
forced into jailat theswitof the  xegathere: ? 
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‘kindness of Lord Temple now appears not 


‘that of Mr. Hiley Addington; but, his 


‘ble of, 


tions end convinced as Jam -thiat you possess 
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‘Iam not questioning the propriety and the ) 


necessity of such suits; but, have not the | 


sufferers as good a claim as you upon our | 


purse ? More of this hereafter, when 
we eome to examine Mr. Charles Grant's 
position, that England is ‘* benefited by the 
‘« fortunes acquired in India and spent here :” 
more of this then; and, for the present, 
let us quit the subject with a remark or two 
upon the sort of assistance which Mr. 
Pautt experiences in the obtaining of the 
documents necessary to his proposed inquiry. 
We before noticed the advice which had 
been kindly and gratuitously bestowed. upon 
the honorable gentleman by Lord Morpeth 
and Mr. Hiley Addington, the two paid 
members of the Board of Control ; and, the 





less evident, nor, indeed, Jess useful, than 


Jordship has the additional merit of being 
ouly a yolunteer in the business. 

Tue Pirr Fraction. This description 
of persons are most egregiously deceived, if 








they suppose, that the people will ever look 
to them as aN opposirion, All that they 
will have in view, will be to obtain ‘“ in- 
** demnity for the past and security for the 
‘* future ;” and, if they succeed in this, they 
may be very well contented. ‘Lhe people, 
they may be assured, will never look tor 
détenders of their rights amongst the de- 
tenders of Lord Melville; aud, it the 
present ministers should act conirary to the 
principles, which they professed while out 
ef ofhce, a new race of men will arise, or, 
the whole scene will become too contempti- 
ble to be worthy of notice. 





FATE OF THE FUNDS. 
To the Right Hon. Charles James Fox. 
Srrj;—I perfectly concur in the’ opinion 
of Mr. Cobbett, that the National Debt is a 
subject, which, at this time, claims the most 
grave and serious consideration. *If I am 


right, it yields to none in the mighty conse- 


quences it involves: and, I am free to own, 
as the result of the closest investigation and 
deepest reflection, which my mind is capa- 
that I am profoundly penetrated 
with the truth of the observation; that “ ¢he 
uation must destroy (reduce) the debt; or the 
debt will destroy the nation.” Much as | 


amin the habit of detérence to so high an 
cary as your judgment : munch as I give 


you credit for every statesman-like qualitica- 


too much dignity of mind, ta make any im- 
rtoncessions, for the urpose of ob-, 
taining credit with the *-blood-suckers” and 


* giuck-worms’’ asone of the greatest. men 


7 
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this country ‘has produced, denominated the 
fund-dealers. . | cannot, however, forbear 
expressing my tneasiness at, and total dissent 
from, the opinion attributed to~you, in the 
newspaper reparts of a speech of yours late- 
ly; in whieh you are made to say, that *¢ the 
sinking fund has done great good to the coun- 
try.” This, I would willingly hope, is a 
mis-statement. If, indeed, your observation 
had been confined to the support and appro- 
bation you had given to the-measure, at’ the 
time it was introduced: if you did then, as 
I for one, certainly did, hope that: it would 
prove adequate to its professed object; and 
that, consequently, without any thing like 
intolerable addition to our burthens, the 
country might, by peace and economy, res- 
cue the succeeding generation from the evils 
we had brought upon ourselves, by an impo- 
litic, wasteful, and ruinous war+¢ ‘there needs, 
so far, no apology either for Mr. Pitt, as the 
author, or yourself as the supporter of the 
sinking fund. But the subsequent-war, (just 
or unjust, wise or unwise, is not'now' the 
question) has certainly been so expensive as 
to supersede, and render ‘totally abortive, 
this scheme for the reduction or liquidation 
of the national debt. Before I proceed, | 
beg leave to disclaim the ntost distant inten- 
tion of opposition to your administration. 
On the contrary, I hail it as) most auspi- 
cious fo the best interests’ of the British na- 
tion. If I have any political prejudices, they 
certainly all run in your-favour. © In short, | 
have been so Jong accustomed to entertain a 
most implicit confidence, both in-your inte- 
grity and jadgment; that, -‘though. myself 
uncotinected with office,’ I now feel the ex- 
travagant pretension of being identified, in 
some sort, with the glory and success of your 
measures, If, therefore, I happen-to differ 
from you, on what I deem a momentous 
question; I am very willing to-allow, that, 
the only presumption of my being right, and 
you wrong, is, in its havings engaged my 
most unremitting attention, while it has pos- 
sibly employed only a small portion’ of yours. 
Iam well informed from various persons, 


‘that the part of your speech, ‘to which J have 


alluded, has produced a very strong sensation 
of applause in "Change Alleys ‘and this, per- 
mit me to say, is very cogent, and to me 
alarming ~ évidence, that. they expect ‘from 
you ‘the support'of Mr. Pitr's-‘system of f- 
nance. If sith expectation should be found- 
ed, how deeply should | kimeint your -eleva- 
tion te power Hor I wold’ rather the ta 
tion should be trampled to death ‘by any one 





than by: niy friend” Mr. Fox.’ Thougtt | 
niust admit that assertion is notargament; I 
have aight to defy; end didg defy; any cue 
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to prove, that with a peace establishment 
to-morrow, the present income of the coun- 
try is adequate tothe expenditure. 1 will go 
further, and insist, without fear of contradic- 
tion, that with the continuance of the war 
taxes, and allowing them, against all proba- 
bility, to be as-productive as they have hi- 
therto been, the whole revenue would be 
short of the expenditure by 15 millions.— 
But, there is a mest unacceuntable delusion, 
which, strange as.it may appear, has been by 
some means imbibed very geverally among 
the superficial thinkers on this subject; un- 
fortunately the great majority of the nation. 
l have collected from frequent conversation 
and otherwise, that it is very p/eayantly ima- 
gined, that the increase of the debt, by loans, 
is contined to the principal on/y; while the 
sinking fand is to extinguish both principal 
and interest; and thus, if we invert the ap- 
plication of the metaphor of Thomas Payne, 
“ the cow is to overtake the hare.” ‘his 
gross fallacy I do not mean to expose to your 
enlightened mind ; but permit me, through 
the medium of this address, to say to those 
who are under the influence of so preposte- 
rous a notion, that the same rule, according 
to the unalterable nature of things, of com- 
pound. interest, Which operates in the re- 
demption of the debt, by the sinking fund, 
must apply to the increase of debt by. the an- 
nual loans. Kor the sake of elucidation let 
us suppose.on a peace establishment the ex- 
penditure to be 50 millions,.and the income 
40 millions : is it not a self-evident proposi- 
tion, that government must borrow, at 5 per 
ceutum, 10millions anda halt; and thereby 
create.a new debt of half a million? And is 
it not equally incontestible, ceteris parilus 
that for the second year the sum of 
11,025,000 1, and for the third 11,576,250]. 

must be borrowed, and so, progressively in- 
crease every year, ?, I.repeat ihat this sort of 
reasoning, against. which. may be justly 

urged the quotation, “ in re nou dubia, tes- 

tibus non pecessariis utitur,”’ is not address- 
ed to you: it would be little short of insult 

to a.mind so comprehensive as yours, to itty 


- $ist.upon such truisms. . The iiference then 


8, that, unless the patriotic gentlemen who 
have -hitherto. so, kindly assisted in getting 
the nation deeper inte debt, will lend their 


‘money, in future, without interest or bonus, 


which, I rather suspect. is. not the intention 
a this.race of patriots, it only remains for 


, 


thelegislature, to determine, whether it is 
Wise-to. contend any, | with impossibi- 


ar . - - 


the consequent diminution. of the. taxes. 
1 haxe, so faryangued upon the hypothesis of 


- 


» dies; .or whether it will at once adopt..an 
A plan. for the reduetion ofthe debt, 
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the present revenue being maintained, . In a 
second letter which I propose to have the 
honour of addressing to you, I shall endea- 
Vour to demonstrate that a great defalcation 
is not only inevitable, but that the present 
system of taxation is at mortal enmity with 
the industry, commerce, and manufactures 
of the country ; aud will, therefere, under- 
mine and destroy, it not speedily put an end 
to, the very foundation of permanent reve- 
nue. Its other banetul eifects, of a still 
more dangerous nature, I shall also make 
some observations upon,——I have the ho- 
nour to be with the hishest respect, &c, L'T. 
London, Feltruary 8, 1800. 


P.S. It will appear to any person who 
chooses to make the ¢omputation, and no- 
thing can be more easy: that, supposing an 
annual deficiency of ten millions for 14 
years, it would create, at interest of 5 per 
cent. upwards of 205 millions of debt. Now 
it is matter of notoriety, that capital invested 
for that period, will barely double itself, with 
compound fnterest. Admitting, therefore, 
the commissioners to have redeemed 140 
millions of the national debt, they can only 
redeem about as much more within the 
time mentioned. 1 bar any quibbling of the 
small wits, about the ‘apprépriation of the 
annual million, and part of every loan, to 
the sinking fund; because my supposed de- 
ficiency of income, must be inereased ac- 
cordingly. ‘The same may be said of au 
imaginary advantage the commissioners pos- 
sess, by receiving the dividends quarterly or 
half yearly; for it is evident, the stock they 
bay up, must be dearer than if the interest 
were paid annually. 


Amount of deficiency ofrevenne «£ 























to be borrowed - ‘= 10,000,000 
Interest on ditto 500,000 

10,500,000 
2d year deficiency of revenue 10,000,000 
20,500,000 

Interest 1,025,000 

21,525,000 

3d year deficiency of revenue. 10,000,000 
31,525,000 

Interest 1,576,250 

: ight YI 2 BQ 93,101,250 

4th year deficiency of revenue , 10,000,000 
3 peg 2 geouteea 1 48 Qy250 

. Anterest , 2,155,062 
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45,256,312 


5th year deficiency of revenue © 10,000,000 





55,256,312 


Interest 2,702,815 





58,010,127 
6th year deficiency of revenue 110,000,000 


























: 68,019,127 

Interest 3,400,956 

7 1,420,083 

7th year deficiency of revenue 10,000,000 
8! 420,083 

Interest 4,071,004 

85,491,087 

Sth year deficiency of revenue 10,000,000 
95,4091 ,087 

Interest 4,774,553 

100,205,640 

Oth year. deficiency of revenue 10,000,000 
110,265,640 

Interest 5,513,282 

115,778,922 


10th year deficiency of revenue 10,000,000 





125,779,022 
6 


Interest »288,040 





132,007,868 


11th year deficiency of revenue 10,000,000 





142,067,868 


Interest 7,103,393 





149,171,201 


12th year deficiency of revenue 10,000,000 





159,171,261 


Interest 7 958,503 





167,129,824 
13th year deficiency of revenue 10,000,000 

















_into consideration. 
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CONSEQUENCES OF THE LATE CAMPAIGN. 

Sir; Europe has received so severe a blow 
in. the last campaign, that nothing but the 
folly of-its: antagonist orconducting its re- 
maining resources with great wisdom, pru- 
dence, and foresight, can be expected ‘soon 
to restore it.. It is necessary to’ weigh well 
and in time what bis next enterprizes may be, 
for, I do think that they must be “‘ Nature's 
fools,” not his, who can entertain an idea that 
he will remain satisfied not only with what 
he has acquired,. but with what he is in a 
train of acquiring. He generally publishes 
his schemes with an ostentation that would 
be thought a design to. mislead, if'eaperience 
did net prove that it arose from the pre- 
sumptuousness’. and insolence of» success. 
There can be little doubt, that the first of his 
wishes is, to break the power of this coun- 
try; and, it is not improbable, that to suc- 
ceed more surely, to put an end to any coa- 
lition, and to be at liberty to prosecute other 
views with more freedom, he may propose 
peace : it would be the armistice of Auster- 
litz, or the peace of Presburgh : he there 
said to Austria, desert your allies, and I 
shall assist you in plundering them, to in- 
demnify you for every thing but the loss of 
honour, independence, and. the . means. of 
defence. ‘The tattered rags of the self- 
named Roman purple submitted to be sullied 


“by the compromise ; it is hoped :that Eng- 


land is not yet sunk so low as even to take it 
If we had peate imme- 
diately, no man, who values the: safety or 
independence of these islands, could lay his 
head down 1o rest in tranquillity, unless 
there was a fleet lying ready at a moment's 
warning to intercept his embarkations, » If 
we had no all'es, perhaps, even. sach an 
armed truce might be tried at, the hazard ot 
attempts upon our distant settlements; but 
while we have alliances, and at least as great 
as there could be any prospect of soon. bav- 
ing again, it is not only most. honourable, 
but hkewise most prudent, to contribute as 
far as is in our power to assist their efforts 
or their defence against the common enemy: 
—krom the timed of his first campaign; Buo- 
naparté seems to have directes his attentions 
to the East ; the expedition to’ Egypt is said 





177,129,824 | to have been his.own choice. | He-is-himself 

Interest 8,850,491 | formed more-on the manners of the eastern 

7 than the western nations. . Instead of laying 

. 185,986,315 | the foundation of solid power; withthe sun- 

14th year deficiency of revenue 10,000,000 } plicity of Augustus, he has takencthe pom- 
od olehd-s : —-—- | pousdespotismof Diocletian astantine for 
a0itidins t6 195,986,315 | hissmodel; he-has even: introduced the offices 

Bec vert oly oInterest - 9,799,315 | and, the very names of the pageantry!of the 
Sapo at . ———- | lower empire :. his inflated. reports, his bom- 
yay Qratlalmy » 203,785,630 | bastic, expressions, his. spending enormous 
} sums in gaudy shew while his soldiers are 
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often in want of pay, and the «ridiculous 
distinctions he has ‘bestowed on the mem- 
péts of his own family, areallin the same 
ste. His character is that»of the same 
ave, Let not the unthinking suppose that 
like Alexander he would'gild the disgrace of 
conquest by the grandeur of his views; or the 
grovelling expect, that, like ‘Trajan,’ he 
would soften subjection by the benignity of 
his government. His desire of power is not 
that of pre-eminence among men, ‘it is that 
of despotism among slaves ; even his brother, 
to whose eloquence, conduct, and firmness, 
while he himself had lost his’ presence of 
mind, the success'of the 18th Brumaire’ is 
said to be due; has been sent into exile, be- 
cause he would not descend to all the servi- 
lity he required. In him no trace of the 
hero is to be found, magnanimity kindles at a 


kindred spark, he extinguishes it, and it is: 


said with a sarcastic smile, a$’if it was what 
he envied and detested. Ability, bravery, 
and fidelity have long been’a claim in Eu- 
rope te those who, by the fortune of war, 
have fallen into the hands of an enemy ; he 
treats the meritorious with barbarity, while 
the incapable, the traitor, and the coward, 
he receives with distinction. In no part of 
Hurope, exceptin his dungeons, are prisoners 
ever suspected of suffering an unfair death. 
Many anecdotes are before the public, that 
shew his character ina strong light. If the 
circumstances related of the death of the 
Duke d’Enghien are true, although from 
the violence of the deed, they have almost 
escaped attention, they mark his disposition 
in characters not td be mistaken : Neroor 
Caligula ‘might have ordered him to be kill- 
ed on the spot. Aurelian miglit have im- 
molated himy in his Camp, but to drag him 
some hundred miles, to force him to a mock 
(rial without rest; to refuse his simple dying 
requests, to order him to immediate execu- 
tron, and coolly and’ calmly to receive peti- 
tions in his favour for’several-days after he 
was put to ‘death, belongs to more degene- 
rate times'thaw even those he has taken for 
hiv model, and-can only be found in the Jast 
ages of the lower ‘etmipire.’’ He hasa passion 
for military fame’ and for conquest, so had 
Genghis and Tamerlane,’ and from the: still 
gteater weakness of their eriemies their con- 
(uests were still greater and more rapid than 
his. Though,’ by his’ victories he contributed 
to the aggvandizernent of France, he was 
not the founder,’ nor’ even the restorer of 


French greatness’; "when it was restored, ‘he | 
act in“fristrating his schemes of ambition. 


‘ent the man'who kestored it'to retifement ; 
be only makes! ase of the weapons’ that 
Were forged’ by ‘another, ‘and °T« belleve’ it 
8" cethaitt that) they have nor been “ini 


‘that any acquisition there, can be no object 










proved in his hands. He is fortunately more 
iatent on the splendid than the solid; he has 
already, in-one of his demi-official bravados,* : 
told us that he is to march to the Ganges, 

and, his dispositions and*motions shew an 

inelination;~ in addition to the crowns of 

Charlemagne and Theodoric, to join 

that of Arcadius bythe sway. The ‘great i) 
foree he is marching into Italy, and his far- 
ther reinforcing the army of Massena, almost 
prove to what he points, so positively insist- 
ing-on- the cession of Istria and Dalmatia, 
particularly specifying the islands of the 
Adriatic, and, above all, ‘so carefully*inclu- 
ding the mouths of the Cataro, give strong 
reason to suspect that he intends to seize 
Albania, which has never been thoroughly 
subjected to the Turkish empire, and march 
an army into the east to the south of Mount 
Hzmus. If it should be confirmed that ‘he 
is endeavouring to arm another fleet for the 
Mediterranean, it is likewise to be presumed, a) 
that he ineans to transport that army across 
the Adriatic; indeed, the communication by 
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Istria and Dalmatia would be so circuitous ia 
and difficult that it would be almost impossi- ‘ “at 
ble to convey regular supplies by that route, My 
except such as he compelled Austria to fur- ie fy 
nish. It is not improbable, that the com- iy)! 

9 


bined fleet, before the battle ot ‘Trafalgar, 
was destined tor that purpose, upon a pre- 
suuuption of the suecess that has since at- 
tended him, and, it would not exceed the 
presumption he has shewn on former occa- 
sions, if he had, alreatly, dispatched a squa- 
dron-to the East, to co-operate with that be- 
yond the Hellespont. Whether he will 
abandon the Turkish provinces to the north 
of Mount Haemus to the Austrians alone, re- : 
mains yet to be seen; if he should, there U9 
can be little doubt that itimust be for the a 
purpose of drawing upon them the vengeance an 
of.Russia, and, by that means, allow him to oa 
pursue his principal object in “that qnarter he 
without opposition. If that is his scheme, 
or, even, if he should send an auxiliary army 
to assist or rather to dictate to them, it is to 
be hoped-that Russia will not be duped by 
that artifice, but will direct and concen- 
trate her whole torce against the progress’ of 
the Frencly; Austria is now so ‘humbled, 
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of ‘jealousy; when Frenel influence and 
French’ stpport are at an end, that power 
can easily be reduced within narrower linnit:. 
—If-sach should be! lis platy dere is ane - 
sentialpart’ reserved for Great-Britain to 
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purpose, we ought to have a naval force 
competent to execute the other. ‘To indif- 


_ jevont seamen, like the Turks and Russians, 


a trifling, squadron of British vessels is proba- 
bly necessary, as instructors, but their na- 
‘yits onvht to be fully equal to preventing 
any embarkation of ‘his from crossing the 
Adriatie, unjess he can proeure a naval force 
vom the west of Europe, to oppose which 
is a charge that must fail upon England, and 
would require that we should preserve a de- 
cided superiority in the Mediterranean. 
Ruonaparté’s anxicty to get possession of 
Malta is, perhaps, now explained, and, the 
great value of it in our hands, not onlv to 
this country but to Europe, is. new seen ; 
for, supposing an enemy's fleet to have.elu- 
del ours, and stood up the Mediterranean, if 
a proper number of light cruizers are kept 
on the look out from that island, it is hardly 
possible, by our fleet running immediately 
for Malta, that they should not get certain 
unelligence of their course, and avoid a re- 
petition of the escape they made from Lord 
Nelson on their expedition to Egypt. This 
is the principal part that Great-Britain could 
act on that occasion, but sueh an expedition 
opens a vast field for speculation in which 
though notumimediately, we are ultimately 
eoncemed.—The political and military 
causes Of the aggrandisement of France, 
require a connected induction, and, I donot 
mean even to-touch upon them at present, 
but so much is to be learned for the future 
from the last campaign, that it cannot be 
passed over entirely, without observation. 
Since the end of the seventeenth century, 
when gréat armies began to be brought into 
action, experienee has shewn that Austria, 
especially in a defensive war, should. never 
have met the French armies in the field, 
wil they: had buried. themselves in the heart 
ot Germany ; «hen the Austrians have been 
defeated on the frontiers, it bas generally 


_ been decisive of the campaign, and, some- 


times of the war. In the war of 1742 the 
French army ‘which entered Germany under 
the most favonrable circumstances, was 
ruined in Austria and Bohemia; it was the 
same in the first inruption of Jourdan and 
. Moreay ; in the war of the Spanish sucees- 
sion, the Austrians were defeated by Tal- 
lard, near Spires; and the Duke of Marl- 
borough was obliged to march from the 
Netherlands to retrieve their affairs at Blen- 
~heim ; in the campaign that preceded the 
peace of Lameville, the Austrian army, re- 
ecived a blow near the sources of the Danube, 
Pwhielithe® never tecovered; If Ulm, how- 


-vever, havt bee) @ inattainable position, with 


‘tull Magagines; ane the French army. had 








; 


not so far. outnumbered them as. to 
bear. ‘to.. be . divided, .. the _ Austrians 
might. have maintained that _ position, 
and would; almost certainly, have stopped 
their progress, for, while their communi- 
cations. and. supplies could have been cut 
off on one side, by detachments pushed 
into. Franconia, which had a secure 
retreat, and their rear harrassed and infest- 
ed from the Tyrol on the other, the 
French never could have dared to advance 
beyond it. The King. of. Prussia, in his 
intrenched camp near Scheiridnitz, covered 
Silesia against the whole force of the Aus- 
trians and an auxiliary army of Russians, 
It was evident that General Mack expected 
the French by the Forest Towns, as General 
Moresu had penetrated before when they 
had a large army in Switzerland ; and some 
trifling demonstrations that Buonaparte 
made there, seem completely to have de- 
ceived him. But it cannot be conceived 
that he had not taken care to have informa- 
tion. both of the very superior strength of 
the French army, and of the actual line of 
their march, in time to have changed his 
plan; against the former, he must hare 
known that his position was untenable, and 
as to the latter, instead of losing his army, 
he might have given the Poesich at least.a 
check. If he had immediately descended 
the Danube, he had an opportunity. of at- 
tacking their divisions single as they pasaed 
it with his whole army. It was thus that 
Buonaparté himself ruined. the. army. that 
was sent to the relief of Mantua, as the di- 
visions entered Italy ; and: it was by disre- 
garding the intelligence that.was sept him, 
and wandering- away to Genoa, instead ot 
attacking thedifferent divisions of the-Freuch 
army that crossed-the Alps,. immediately :on 
their issuing from the mountains, that Gen. 
Melas did not prevent.the battle of Marengo, 
save Italy, and indeed the house of Austra. 
Had General Mack. thus brought his own 
army safe to the Inn, .or-perhaps the Enns, 
been, reinforced by the corps. there. and the 
first Russian army ; whilethe French would 
have’been weakened, not only. by the losses 
they might have sustained, but,.by, the na- 
merous detachments they must) have left, 
what might have been now. the situation o! 
Buonaparte ? he might have sbared the saiic 
fate with Moreau, who, | believe,; west! 
least his equal in military talents, :-bave:ce- 
lected the-remains of his.army on-the hue. 
Let the tate of the Austrians likewise be 12 
warning, never to trust.am army to a ROBY 
nal commander with ‘a :preceptor.c:. "Lhe de- 
struction of that army, would ‘hardlypshete 
bean sa complete, if aditicrence of: epunes 
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had not arisen between the Archduke and 
his preceptor, which kept them undecided 
and motionless, whew their fate depended 
upon promptitude and vigour-of action. If 
} do not mistake, General Mack owed his 
rise to -having the:address at court to get the 
success of the allied.armies on the frontiers 
of Poland placed chiefly to-his account. | In 
an evil hour, ‘when the general in the Ne- 
therlands had given offence at Vienna,’ by 
acting too wisely, did the Emperor take the 
command there, that:\General Mack might 
command in his name; the disasters that 
followed are well known. Again, I think, 
for I speck from memory, he consented to 
let another prince, the Archduke John, re- 
cvive the glory of his exploits, while he was 
satistied to enjoy it only by reflection. ‘The 
attack upon General Moreau, who had 
posted himself behind, deftiles, terminated 
in that part of the army which came. into 
action being cut to pieces; for, as in the 
Netherlands, .a part of it never reached the 
enemy: Not satisfied with these trials of 
his skill; he was stil sent to crown the 
Archduke Yerdinand with laure's. For the 
loss of that army which was the hope of the 
House of Austria, and almost of Europe, 
he has been. arrested-as a traitor. Jt is an 
instructive lesson, both to those who are 
willing to become tools, and to those who 
are willing toemploy them. We read of a 
-Belisarius, but it is at least rare that merit is 
to be found’ the inmate of servility. The 
accounts of the battle of Austerlitz are so 
many and so various, that itis difhcult to 
hazard a conjecture respecting it ; but, from 
the official reports, it is evident, that from 
Buonaparté’s retreating to take possession of 
that ground, he had chosen it for the field 
of battle,vit. then became. the business of 
the allies, as they were determined. to give 
battle, to compel him,’ if possible, to fight 
upon other ground. There may be sound 
reasons, but they do not appear on the face 
of the reports, why they did not march di- 
rectly upon’ Nicolsburg, with so superior. a 
force as to cat off the civision there, before 
tt could be.reinforced, .which would probably 
have rendered it necessary for Buonaparte 
to have. changed his position, to. open. his 
communication’ with the Danube. If ie 
had still advanced, Olmutz was not a place 
to be taken withont a regular siege ; and, as 
to farther.reinfarcements, they had already 
determined to come to action. wtthout them. 


It seems likewise clear, that Buonaparté’s. 


right was either not supported, or was at 
least attachable ; and they appear.to have 


failed: in their. attack: ‘from having clearly 
‘theis: object -by their motions the, 
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day before, and by having condueted. that 
attack upon the supposition that bis dispo- 
sition was net to be changed,in the night ; 
whereas, as might have been. expected, he 
had strengthened and extended his right by 
Davonst's division,. which they unexpectedly 
encountered on their march to gain his flank. 
Had King William passed. the Ghate in the 
night, after the approach of the first divi- 
sion of the French army, to the ground on 
which Dumourier attacked the Austrians, all 
the skilfui manceuvres of the Duke of Lux- 
emburg would have been ineffectual to bring 
on the battle of Neerwinden.. After all, 
the battle of Austerlitz seems to have 
been only a repulse, and it is. highly 
probable that Buonaparté had . not made 
up his exaggerated report of it till. after 
his canference with the Emperor of Ger- 
many, and that the armistice of Ansterlitz, 
and the peace of Presburg were less the con- 
sequences of that battle, than of insidious 
proposals from him ;. this jesuitical minis- 
ter which had been better received in that 
quarter than by the Emperor of Russia 
If Buonaparté should undertake such an 
eastern expedition, would his first step be to 
overwhelm the Russians in Corfu, with an 
immense force: to advance far into the Turk- 
ish provinces, while they were there would 
require two armies, one for that purpose, and 
another to be left on the Adriatic to cover 
his rear; they have there the same check 
upon him that General Mack would have 
had in an impregnable camp at Ulm, which 
from the insular situation, theirs is as long as 
the sea is well guarded. Will he trust to 
the . half desert provinces of ‘Turkey 
for subsistence ? how an hundred. and ¢ighty 
thousand men were Subsisted without, maga- 
zines, is not easily accounted for, even if 
they have spread famine and desolation 
wherever they have been. Turenne whore 
whole army did not .much exeved one of 
their divisions, had the plan. of one of bis 
campaigns entirely disconcerted by a con- 
nivance of the Bishop of Wurtzbarg, where 
his bread was baked with the Imperialists, 
No resistance is to, be expected from. the 
Turkish troops ; if left.to themselves, their 
only means of defence is to lay the whole 
country. waste before. him. No effectual ap- 
position can be expected except:from Russia. 


Should the expedition be detained tiJl a Rus- 


sian army could: be, brought to, their .as- 
sistance, would: it not still be wise to. al- 
jow him. to: plunge, himself deep: into) the 
‘Lurkish inces, betore- they, amet, bina in 
the field?) “Would the-,Russien armay yat 
Corfou, be:reinforced s0.as to take the field 


Lin his tear, or would, @ Russian» army be 
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transported to Macedonia or Romania? Is 
there any strong pdsition to cover Constan- 
tinople ‘without hazarding the fate of a 
battle, or would the Russians not mect him, 
till he crossed the’ Bosphorus? Should he 
reach Constantinople, would the Turkish 
government reniove to Asia, or would they 
rather descénd into one of his federative 
kingdoms? If the latter, let it be remem- 
bered; that shattered as the Turkish empire 
is, it still extends to the Tigris, and we 
may then be able to forny some conjecture 
bow he cast his eyes on the Ganges from 
the banks of the Danube: but, im consider- 
ing the consequences of such au event, it 
is necessary to withdraw our attention forea 
moment trom the more important affairs of 
Furope, to the glittering scenes of Asia. 
Such wild projecis nay hasten the crash af 
his brittle empire, but their effects may be 
felt to the extr.mities of the globe. 
CAMILLUS. 





Rerort FROM THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED 
TODRAW UP ARTICLES OF IMPRACAMENT 
AGAINST Jiexry Lorp Viscount MEL- 
VILLE. PRESENTED TO THE HOUSE OF 
COMMONS 47H Marcu, 1800. 

Tiw Commitice appointed to draw up Arti- 
cles of Imperchment against Henry Lord 
Mise. Melville; and who were empowered 
to report such further Alatters as sheil 
hare come to their Knowledge in the course 
of the Evaniinations taken lefore them, 
with respect ta the Conduct of the said 
Lord Pise. Melville, during the time that 
he held the Office of Treasurer of his Ma- 
jesty’s Navy; Have agreed to the follow- 
ing Rerorr. 

Four coinmittee have already reported 
to the House several Articles of Impeach- 
ment against Henry Lord Visc. Melville, 
which they considered it their duty to” pre- 
pare without delay, upon the circumstances 
and transactions disclosed in the reports re- 
ferred to them!—They have since applied 
themselves to the further investigation of the 
matters contained in those reports, and 
having obtained much new and material in- 
formation which in’ the judgment of your 
committee will make it necessary to prefer 
an additional article or additional articles of 
impeachment aguinst Lord Melville, they 
think it theif duty previously to submit the 
same to he consideration of the House. — 
The attention of your committee has been 
particularly directed to a sum of £10,000 in 
‘which Lord Melville stated himself “to be in- 
“debted! to-the Navy Pay Office; when Mr. 
Trotter was first appointed Paymasttr in Jan. 
1786. ~How,-when,- and for what purpases 





this sum of £10,000 originally came into 


the possession of Lord Melville, is left by the 
reports referred to your committee wholly 
uncertain. Ft‘ was manifest that it must 
have been received by Lord Metville, prior to 
the cppoititment of Mr. Trotter; and as the 
former paymaster (the late Mr. Andrew 
Douglas) executed that office’ during the 
whole of Lord Melville's first Treasurership, 
and so much of the second as preceded Mr. 
‘Trotter's appointment; your ‘committe: 
thought it expedient to cali for and inspect 
all such books, papers, and accounts, of the 
late Mr. Douglas, relating to the Navy Pay 
Office, as could be produced tothem. Many 
ot these were found in the possession of’ his 
widow, and the examination of them has, in 
the estimation of your committee, brought 
to light very important matter; the trath of 
which is confirmed by information derived 
from other sources.—It is already known to 
the House that Lord Melville was first ap- 
pointed Treasurer of the Navy on the loth 
of Aug. 1782, and that by a warrant dated 
the 23d of Oct. 1782, his salary was’ in- 
creased to the net sum of £4,000, “ in full 
‘* of all wages and tees, and other profits and 
““ emoluments theretotore enjoyed by other 
‘« Treasurers of the Navy,""—it now appears 
that Lord Melville on the 20th of Aug? 1783, 
(the day after he first entered upon his office) 
constituted Mr. Andrew Douglas his’ pay- 
master; and that on the same day Mr. Doug- 
las paid to the account of Lord Melville at 
his benkers, Messrs. Drummonds, the sum 
of 1,000]. But as this advance seems to 
have been made to Lord Melville from the 
private funds of Mr. Douglas, it is here no- 
ticed by your committee only to explain in 
part the subsequent transactions. ——Your 
committee find, that until the 6th of Nov. 
1782, all the motiey issned from the Exche- 
guer to the Treasurer of the Navy for naval 
services, was regularly paid upon his account 
as Treasurer of the Navy to the Bank of 
England, whose clerks appear to have at- 
tended at the Exchequer to receive it. On 
the 6th of Nov. 1782, this course of proceed- 
ing seems to have been, for the fitst time, 
departed from, there having been’ om that 
day 45,0001. issued from the Exchequer’ t 
the Treasurer of the Navy for naval serviecs, 
of which sam only 40,000]. was paid tohis 
account at the Bank, the remainin 5,0001. 
being, by the treasurer's order, deposite ‘by 
the paymaster in an iron chest, kepein 
the office cash-room, ‘and called’by-hinw the 
Treasurer's Iron Chest.——On ‘the 722iT*et 
the same month the ‘sum ‘of 50,0001: was 
issued ftom the Exchequer to’ the 


of the Navy ; ‘of which only-a7;0001. 8 









345) 
paid to his account at the Bank, the remain- 
ing 3,Q001. being placed as before in the iron 
chest. —On the igth of Dec, 17582, a further 
issue of 3,830), Os. 10d. was made from 
the Exchequer to the Treasurer of the Navy ; 
of which only 90,830], 63, 10d, was paid 
to his account at the Bank, the remaining 
3.0001, being in like manner taken to the 
iron chest—On the 2d of Jan. 1783, there 
was deposited in the iron chest the further 
sum of 5,0001,, which was that day received 
trom the then Mr. Welbore Ellis’s ex-trea- 
surership,in repayment of an adyance to that 
amount which had been made to that ex- 
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weasurership from Lord Melville’s account | 


at the Bank; im cempliance with a minute of 
the Navy Board of the 30th of Nov. 1782.— 
The payments made into this iron chest on or 
before the 2d of Jan. 1783, stand therefore 
as follows 5 Viz. 

1782. Nov: 6. From the Excheq. £ 5,000 


(346 


| —Of the 16,0001. that was so cepasited in 


the iron chest, jt appears therefore that only 
3,0001, was afterwards paid gut for naval ser-, 
vices to sub-accountants, the _ remaining 
13,000 |. having been paid to Lord Melville, 
upon his receipt, as under}; _yiz, 

1752. Nov. 1J.°From the chest to 


- Lord Melyille - §00 

12. Do. o - ° 2,000 

32, D0... - =. 1,000 

25. Qo, . -  -., =, 3,000 

Dec. 19. Do. - - = 1,000 

— Jo. ~ - = 3,000 

1783. Apr, 5. Do, - - «= 2,500 





Making in the whole £13,000 


In which sum of 13,0001, Lord Melville 
thus stood indebted to the public on the Sth 


| of April, 1783.—On the 10th of that month 
| Lord Melville resigned his situation of Trea- 


22. From Do, -  -. 3,000. 
Dec. 19. from Do. - = . 3,000 


1783. Jan. 2. Krom Mr. Ellis’s 
. Treasurership - . 5,000 


Making inthe whole = 





How thissum.of 16,0001. so issued to the 
Treasurer of the Navy for naval services, 
and by his order placed in his iron chest in- 
stead of; being lodged. in the Bank, was, in 
the first instance, disposed of, is fully ex- 
plained by the accounts and, papers of Mr. 
Douglas.—By these it will appear, that on 
the Lith of .Nov. 1782, five days after the 
first deposit in the iron chest, Mr. Douglas 
the Paymaster, delivered to Lord Melville, 
upon his regeipt, 500.1: and on the follawing 
day 2,0001, more.. On the 22d of the same 
“ month 1,000], more was in like manner de- 
livered by him to Lord Melville, and on the 
25th the further sum, of 3,000]1.—On the 
igth et Dec. fellowing, the additional sums 
of 1,000L. and of 3,0001. were also deliver- 
ed by, the paymaster, to or for the use of 
Lord Melville, upon his receipt; making, 
with theformer, sums, 10,500].; respecting 
the particulars. of which, Mr. Douglas ap- 
pears to-haye at this time made a statement 
to, and come. to a settlement upon, with 
Lord Melville—On the 4th of Jan. 1783 
there remained in the iron. chest 5,500]. ; 
from. which the sum of 3 0001, was on that 
day taken.and paid to Mr, Jellicoe (then de- 
pty. paymaster) towards his office _ pay- 
‘Ments; Jeaying im the chest a residue of only 
2,500.L,;..the whole of which residue was, on 
the Sthvof April, 1783, delivered, by Mr. 
Doughys to Lund Melville, upon his recvipt. 


surer of the Navy, without having discharged 
any part of that debt, and leaying the ba- 


| lance of his treasurer's account at the Bank 





deticient to the ameunt of the aforesaid sum 


—— of 13,0001,-—On the 14th of April, 1783, 
£10,000 © 


four days after his resignation, this deficiency 
was further increased by a draft drawn on 
that day by Mr. Douglas, upow the then ex- 
treasurership. account at the. Bank, | tor 
10,0001. which, though made, payable to 
Mr. Jellicoe or bearer, was not, as it appears, 
delivered to Mir. Jellicoe, but, was paid to 
Lord Melville, upon his receipt ;, making the 
deficiency in his ex-treasurership account at 
the Bank, or, in other words, his debt.to the 
public amount to 23,000 L—And according- 
ly itisfound, at the end of the sazneanonth, 
viz. 30th April, 1783, the othce balance 
against Lord Melville was, 2 89,408 12 3 
and the Bank -balance, in. 
his favour only - 


- 66,408 12. 3 





being deficient by ~'.= 23,000 0 0 


The whole of this 23,0001, appears. to 
have remained Gue,from Lord Mejville until 
the 24th of June, 1753, when the reduction 
of it was begun by a payment of 1,000), 
made by Mr. A, Gray (a clerk in. the Navy 
Pay Office) to Lord Melville’s,<x-treasyrer- 
ship account, at.the Bank.——-igtween that 
time and the 31st of July, 1783 ,sesera) simi- 
lar payments were es hy, Mr, Geay, and 
by a_commercid) house then trading under 
the firm of Mure and Atkingon,, amoyniing 
in the whole to 15,400)..and reducing the 
debt, of Lord Melville . from, 53,0001. to 
7,0001—The_ dates, and, sums of,.1hese pay= 
oxots Will be scen in the following 4 cou it: 
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Dr. - = ‘Lord Melville - - Cr. 
1783: i. f apest™ i. 
Spritie.To Bank June 24. By Gray 1,000 

Balance 


23,000 | July 7. ByAcka- 
s0n . . 5,000 


11. By Gray 1,400 
12. By Atkin- 

son .% 0,000 
31. By Do... 2,000 





15,400 
By Balance. 7,600 





oe 


23,000 23,000 











From the 31st July, 3783, until afier 
Lord Melville's re-appointment to the office 
iri Jan, 1784, he remained indebted to the 
account of his ex-treasurership atthe Bartk | 
in the above sum of 7,6001. and no reduc- 
tion of it took place until the 13th.of March, 





1784, when a sam of 2,000]. was drawn 
out from his then second treasurership ac- 
count atthe Bank, and placed to his credit 
there in the account of his first or ex-trea- 
surership. On the 24th’of April; 1784, the 
sum of 1,000}. on thé 17th of Jane, 1784, 
the sum of 1,500] ; afd on the first of March 
1785 anothér sum of 1,500]. were in like 
manner transferred at the Bank from the-ae- 
count of the second to that of the first trea- 
surership of. Lord Melville, making in the 
whole 6,0001 ; and reducing the deficiency 
in the Bank balanee of his first treasurership 
to the sum of 1,600). but atthe same time 
creating one of 6,0001. in the Bank balance 
of his seeond treasurership ; so that the gross 
amount of the public money withheld by 
Lord Melville ftom the Bank, in this respect, | 
still remained the same; viz. 7,6001.——It 
appears, however, that in the mean time, on 
the 20th of Aug. 1784, Mr. Douglas, the 
paymaster, drew from the account of the 
second treasurership at the Bank the sum of 
2,090). for the use of Lord Melville; and on 
the 25th of May, 1785, a similar transaction 
took place to the same amount; by which 
means Lord Melville became on that day in- 
debted to the aceount of his second treasu- 
rership at the Bank as well in the sum of 
0,000]. before stated to have been ttansfer- 
red from: it ‘to’ the account of the first trea- 


picts se ire im the sum of 4,000 drawn 
frontit for private use, making together the 
the sum of 10,0001.-——The whole of this 
sim of 10,000 |. arid’also the sum of 1,600 |. 
due-to the account of the first treasurership, 
continued unpaid by Lord Melville tunti} the 
Cth of Oet=1785, when the 10,0001. de- 


ee ee 


ficiency was redaced? to0,0001) by a pay- | ia 


meatof 1,000). (ther-dueto Lord Melville 





tor aquarter’s-salary) being’ miadé tothe ac- 
count Of the--secend treasurership at the 





Bank. ‘From that time-until-after the death. 
of Mr. Douglas, in Dec. '1785, andthe. ap- 
pomtment.ot Mr. ‘Frotter:to suected. bien in 
Jan. 1786, the deficiéncy continued unaltes- 

ed, and there was due from) ldrd-Melville te. 
the public 1,600]. inirespett of shis first or 
ex-treasurership, and: 9,000). im: respect of 
his. second treasurership, making: togéther. 
the sum of 10,600). pon this: statement. 
it is evident that Lord: Melville had ‘in. his 
hands, whea Mr. ‘Trotter was:appoimed Pay- 

master, 10,6001. of the public money, which 

had been: withdrawn from the Bank'> and 

that the sum of 10,0001. which-Lord ‘Mel. 

ville told Mr. ‘Trotter was due. from) him to 

the account of the second treasurershtp; was 

not a debt arising from any specific sum ta- 

ken from that or the former: treasurership, 

but was, with the addition of 600). the. nn- 

discharged residue of 27,0001, taken by him 

at several times from the publie-money ; 

23,0001. of it being originally taken from 

the issues to the first treasurership, and the 

remaining 4,000 |. being taken. those 

made to the second, At what times, and 

under what circumstances, the sumscompo- . 
sing this 27,000 |, ariginally scame into the 

possesston of Lord Melville, your committee 

have thus beén able. to aseertaim-: For what 

further purposes they were withdrawn, and 

whatusés Lord Melville afterwards made of 

them, they cannot-in every partiewlar-at pre- 

sent fully state to the House But. aypart is 

found to have been paid: to! Lord Meiville’s 

private uccount at his bankers, Mesars:Drum- 

monds, and 1,0001. to hate been applied’ on 

the 19th of Dec. 1782;in repaynkent of the 

sum before stated tée-havé-beety advanced to 

his lordship by Mr. Douglas the day after his 

first appointment te the offiee. - Other suns 

appéar to have formed itewis af-ategunt be- 

tween Lord Melville and: Mr..Gray who, as 

already obsetved, «was a clérk vim ithe! Navy 

Pay Office, aud was, asi your committee ane 

informed, in the frequent habitofi making 
pecuniary advances to. Lord Melville —The 
epplication of the large'sum of 10,000). 
which was withdrawn enthe I4thefiApril, 
1783, by a draft in faveur-of Marv Jellicoe, 
your committee have been sable vtovtrace ; 
ant it appeats ‘to have been “used . by Lord 
Melville-as @ lean to the House of Muir and 
Atkinson, with whonrche keptatnmsaccoumt, 
and who have been at that time. 10 
need sof saseistanees>'\Phis » owl --be 
found to ‘have ‘been +mére than 





before: the end-of» three months, (ty there 
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surership account ' 
tnade of some of the, sypaller. suns: withe 
drawa, your committee: laweonst ge 
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vered; but being: strongly” impressedi with’ 


the importance ‘ot ‘the’ facté now. laid. before 


the House, 4nd“apprehensive: that thearti-. 
; Whichavere prépared }. 


cles -of 1m 
befote they were ‘in of this infor- 
mation, are "ot 3so framed. as to admit full 


evidence of all the cireumstancestherein de- 

tailed; they’ have-endeayoured to discharge 

their duty by stating thein to the- House as 
the ground nd ofa further article to be added to 
these already preferred. 

th APPENDKX. 

No. Copy of an Account taken from a 
Book belonging to the late Andrew Doug- 
las, Esq. Paymaster .of the Nar avy during 
the ist Treasurership of Lord Viscount 
Melville; and from the commencement of 
his second Treasurership to Mr, Douglas's 
decensein Dec. 1785. - 

The Right Hon. Henry Dundas, Lord Ad- 

vocate; ‘Treasurer of his. Majesty's Navy. 
His-account with And. Douglas. 


1782. 7 
Aug. 10. "Tocashpaid Messrs. 
“dR. and H.Drum- 
mond, ancl Co. per 


3 seCe IPT 1,000 0 O 
Sep. 23. ‘To Sol: Dyson's dis- 
*“\. © » pursements on the 
patent and entryat ° 
6 otfices,"per acco. 
Nov>©.{ Fees, &c. onthe King’s . 
Warrant for treasu- 
rer'ssalary to be made. - 
up: nett4,0001. a year 
- Entry of iditto. at the 2. 
auditors of. accounts 
and at the Navy Of- , 
fice, one guinea each. 5 5 0 
Sep. 10. Entry. of letter of at- 
torney.at the Exch., 
the. Pells, and the 
‘lyeasury - . 
Nov02.02 warrants for 2'does 


123.3 3 


212 6 








athalf aguinereach » 1 8. 0 
(1142.12 9 
Dec. 19; Reeeived pr. my rect. 
incon of bis” 
_lordship «rect. out of ; 
"the office i iron.chest 1000 0 0 
“Ta -accot.. delivered 42 12 9 





No. 2—~Oopy of of aiother- Account. fram the . 






Rt. Hon: H: Dundas, Ne 
x stint chet the scale hen 
* inythe iron iy 
Wes the tream- =) 9}! 


of this. isin 4 
- “days iin ID PRB tac. 


1011 oO} 
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rerithis remainder of oou 1 
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[35e 
*Excheq. fox, theugest - 
of the navy, ,-, =. 5000 0 
Novi. Delivered, pO ely 
to the'tr.: 
pr.histe- 
ceipt= (500 0 90 
1.2, Delivered 
tothe tt. 
pr.hisre- 
ceipt. - 2000 .0° O 
——2500 0 O 
Remain 2500 0 O 
22. Delivered to the trea- 
surer per his receipt - 1000 0.0 
1500 O QO 
25. Lodgedin theiron chest 
by the treasurer’s or- 
der, part of this day's 
receipt for the use of 
the navy at the Exch, 3000 0 O 
4500 O O 
25. Delivered to the trea- 
surer per his receipt 3000 0 O 
1500 Q O 
| Dec 19. Delivered to the trea- 
surer per his receipt 1000 0 @O 
500.0 O 
Lodged in the iron chest, 
part of this day’s re- 
ceipt at the Excheq. 
forthenayy - -3000.0°0 
pitt (3500, GQ, 
Delivered to the treasu- 
rer per his receipt. - 3000.0 © 
20. The above state was this 
day delivered, signed , 
to tlie treasurer; the 
remaining. balance ~ 
agreed tn or < 500 GO 
17B3 50. - 5 . 
Jan. 2, Lodgediatheiron chest, 
received from trshp.of 
Mr. Elis, for likesam 
transferred at Plymth 5000 0. O 
” 6500 9.90. 
4. Delivered to Mr. Jelli- 
coe towards: his, office 
payee beadipe” , ah 
: Lcetph.ts PU x > 3000, 0, On. 
‘ pn? ty h 
Ap red. Deliveredto. Meco + doup wane 
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3st] POLITICAL REGISFER>—=Report, “&. fsa 
a kagabove delivered 11, Paid back rite 
‘Dittewurer . 12000 0 0 Mr | 
14. Dratt on the Bank toA. wey - 1400 0 0 
Jellicoe, Esq.andpaid 12. Paid back 
to the treasurer, per by Mr. 
receipt. = - - 10000 © O Atkinson 6000 0 0 
on yen os 
Total borrowed from officecash 23000 O O by Mr. 
June 24. Paid back | Atkinson 2000- 0 0. 
by Mr. 15400 0 0 
Grey - 1000 Q O —~—_ 
July 7. Paid back Remains 7600 0 0 
Mr. is —_ 
Atkinson 5000 O O 
No. 3.—Copy of another Account from the same Book. 
Abstract State, &c. 
1783. 4: 
April 14. Borrowed per accot. of this date - ~~ - - = = = = = 23000 0 0 
Of which, Repayments 
made to the Bank; 
viz. 


Balarice per ofhice cash book this day agreed 
1784. 


Jane 20. Ist treasurership - 3108 12 3 
2d treasurarship - 26343° 7 5 


29451 19 8 








7 





; 


1783. } 
June 24. By Mr. Grey 1000 0 6 
July 7. By Mr. At- 
_ _kinson ~-35000 00 
‘12. By Mr. Grey" 1400°O°O 
. . By Mr, -At- 


‘kinson -6000 00 
31. By Mr. At- 
~ ‘-kinson -2000 0 0 


15400 0 6 








1784. , iio 
June 30, Unpaid remainder - 7600 0 0 


Unpaid remainderas above 7600 0 0 








In Bank, per bank book this day 

Agreed Ist treasurership - 6812 3 

. 2d treasurership =< 21843 7 © 
£99451 19 8 





a 
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No. 4, 5, and‘6. : Statements of the Mont Balan remaining i the Hands of Lord Me'- 
ville as Treasurer of the Navy, and one ye Deflcencies in- a aa at the 


Bank, and were found amongst Mr. Douglas's P, 


No. 4.—State of #he Balances in the Bank, in the second Treasurership of the ‘Right 
2 Hon. Henry Dundas, June 30, 1784. : ; 


Paymaster's branch  - 
‘3 do 





42781 0 ¢6 
=. + 13414 0 9 
- - 8648 6 8 
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Steck, and published By R. Bagshaw, Bow Stitct, 
ambers muy be had ; sold also: by 3. Budd, Crown and Miure, Pall Dall. 







